WEEK SEVEN
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1 Corinthians 9:27
But I keep under my body, and bring into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.  
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Isthmian games, athletic events organized c.581 B.C. They were held at Corinth in the spring of the first and third years of the Olympiad, and they honored Palaemon as well as Poseidon. The contests were generally like the Olympic Games, but they were conducted on a smaller scale; the many added amusements and the convenient journey from Athens made the Isthmian games popular. The victor's prize was a crown of wild celery, but after Corinth was destroyed (146 B.C.) by the Romans and restored (44 B.C.) by Julius Caesar, the Isthmian games were reestablished for a time with a crown of fir as the victor's prize.
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When the games returned to Corinthian control in the early years of the Roman colony, they were celebrated in the city of Corinth. The festival did not come to be held regularly at the Isthmian sanctuary until A.D. 50-60. At that time a new cult place was established for sacrifices to the hero Melikertes-Palaimon. Nero's wish to recreate the grandeur of the past with a speech of liberation to the Greek cities at a special celebration of the games in 66 added impetus to the sanctuary's recovery. The reign of Hadrian brought an expansion of Palaimon's cult place with the addition of a temple and precinct at the east side of the main temenos. The building is illustrated on coins of the period. Finally, in the middle of the 2nd c. plans for the expansion of the area surrounding the Temple of Poseidon made it necessary to move Palaimon to a new shrine at the south side of the main square.
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – 1 Corinthians 8:1-6
Examine –

1. What is Paul now talking about?
2. What do we all have?

3. What does this do for us?

· The word knowledge here is a general knowledge and gives the indication that we know right from wrong!

4. Do we have enough knowledge?

5. If we love God what is the result?
6. From where was the food they were eating coming?
7. What do we know about idols?

8. What do we know about God?

9. Are there others that are called gods?

10. Where could they be? (2 places)

11. There are ________ gods and ________ lords!

12. What do we call God?

13. In God are _______ things?

14. Can you tell the difference in the words in the statement about God and Jesus?

Bonus: Can you explain the difference?

Apply-

Do you love God?

What do you do to demonstrate this?
The word edifieth in verse one means to build up.  What builds up?

Do you love others?


How?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – 1 Corinthians 8:7-13
Examine –

1. Do all people have the same knowledge?
· Paul is saying that not all people understand that these idols are nothing and therefore they are affected by eating the meat offered to them.  They may have been saved out of idol worship!

2. What is the description of their conscience?

3. Because of this their conscience is what?

4. Does eating meat have anything to do with our relationship to God?
5. If we eat we are not ________.

6. If we eat not we are not ____________.

· The word liberty means power.  This means I have the freedom to do what I want in this situation.

7. What could your liberty do to others?

8. What does the weaker brother see another brother doing?

9. What does this cause him (the weaker brother) to do?

10. What would happen to the weaker brother?

· It was sin for the weaker brother to eat this because it violated his conscience. ( Romans 14:23) This is why he perished! (Do you violate your conscience?)
11. By causing the weaker brother to sin we have what?

12. Who is this against?

13. What conclusion has Paul come to about the meat?

Apply-

We do not have modern day temples selling meat that we have to be concerned with but how does this apply to you.  If you need some help talk to your parent’s or call Pastor Ogle!
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – 1 Corinthians 9:1-7
Examine –

1. What four things does Paul list as proof of his apostleship?
2. Even if he was not an apostle to others he should be to whom?

3. Verse three tells us why Paul is saying these things.  Explain what you think is happening!

· Note – As you read the next few verses think about the word power as right. (as in a right you have)

4. What do they have the power to do? (3 things)

5. What three groups of people does Paul list that had a wife?

· This verse is interesting because Peter (Cephas) had a wife.  The Catholic Church believes he was the first pope and popes are not allowed to be married.
6. Paul asks three obvious questions in verse 7, what is the answer to all three of them?

· Paul is going to continue to make his point in our study tomorrow.  He is trying to say that it is right for these men to have needs met by the churches they serve.

Apply-

It is easy for us to think that people in the ministry are not regular people.  Paul was a human just like everybody else. He had wants, needs, desires and struggles.  Will you today pray for pastor and all he goes through?
  Will you write him a special note of encouragement?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – 1 Corinthians 9:8-14
Examine –

1. Is Paul just saying these things because he wants to say them?
2. What does Paul quote as proof of what he is saying?

3. What does this mean?

4. Why did God write this?

5. The person that plows does so in what?

· The idea is if I plant a garden and do all the work then I should expect to eat of that garden.

6. If Paul sowed spiritual things what should he reap?

· The word carnal just means earthly things!

7. Had other people used this right on this church?

8. Although Paul had the right to do this had he used it?

9. Why not?

10. How was the priest taken care of in the Old Testament?

(Leviticus 2:3, 10; 6:16-18, 26, 29)

11. How should those who preach the gospel live?

· It is proper that those who preach the gospel should be paid by that means.  It is proper for us as a church to pay the pastors, missionaries and evangelist.

Apply-

Do you have a desire to help those who preach the gospel?
What have you done lately to help them?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – 1 Corinthians 9:15-22
Examine –

1. Had Paul used any of the benefits he just explained?

2. Did Paul write this so they would treat him better?

3. What would Paul rather do than glory?

4. Of what does he have to glory?

5. What is laid upon him?

· You will see over the next few verses that Paul is not in this for the money!
6. What must he do?
7. What happens if Paul does the preaching willing?

· A dispensation is a stewardship.  Whether Paul does this willing or not he still is compelled to do it.

8. What does Paul see as his reward?

9. What has Paul made himself to men?

10. Why did he do this?

11. Fill in the blanks of what Paul became to certain people:

	Jews
	

	Under the Law
	

	Without Law
	

	Weak
	


12. What was Paul’s purpose in becoming all things to all men?

Apply-

What are you willing to do to see people saved?
To whom have you made yourself a servant?

How would you measure up to Paul’s attitude?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – 1 Corinthians 9:23-27
Examine –

1. All that Paul described in the previous chapter, why did he do this?
2. How many people, who are running in a race, run?

3. How many receive a prize?
4. How should you run?

5. In the context of this passage, what are they striving to master?
6. Define Temperate –

7. In what are they temperate?

8. Why are they doing it?

· Paul is referring to athletes who are self-disciplined so they can receive a crown that fades away very quickly.  He is using the athletic scene to describe how we should act as Christians.

9. Why do we strive?

10. Is Paul running or fighting aimlessly?

11. What does Paul do with his body?

12. Why does Paul do this?

Apply-

If athletes can be this self-disciplined for a wreath that goes away, can we not be disciplined for eternal things?
How disciplined are you?

Why are you running and fighting?

Do you have purpose in life?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 9:27
Read – Review
Examine –

1. Fill in the blanks from chapter 8: (Put the first thing that comes to mind)
	Knowledge
	

	Charity (love)
	

	Idols
	

	Conscience
	

	Stumbling block
	

	Liberty
	

	Offend
	

	Sin
	


2. In chapter nine Paul had some rights.  Can you list those here.
3. What did Paul do with these?

4. Why did he do this?

5. Why was he willing to become all things to all men?

6. What illustration did Paul use to show self-discipline?

7. What was his point to this illustration?

8. What might happen to him if he is not self-disciplined?

Apply-

Can you right one area that God changed in you this week?
Share that with someone tonight!

Main thoughts to meditate on this week:

	Monday


	

	Tuesday


	

	Wednesday


	

	Thursday


	

	Friday


	

	Saturday


	

	Sunday


	




Prayer: 
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